Unit One – Journal Topics
5 Themes of Geography/Civilization Emerges

1.  What does it mean to think like a historian? Why do you think we study history?
2.  Discuss the difference between primary sources and secondary sources.  
3.  Why is it important to understand bias and point of view when collecting historical evidence?
4. The 5 themes of geography are: 1) Location  2) Place  3) Human-Environment Interaction 
4) Movement  5) Region. Define and give a real world example of each theme.
5. Using words and pictures, describe how the world is mapped.  (Hint: grid, degrees, minutes, longitude, meridian, prime meridian, latitude, parallel, equator, hemispheres)
6.  What is the difference between a physical map, a political map, and a special-purpose map? How might you use each map? 
7.  Describe how cartographers use legends, scale, and direction in mapmaking. Design a map that shows these features.
8.   Pretend that you are a hunter-gatherer during the Paleolithic Age.  Write a 1st person narrative of a day in your life.  Be creative and have fun!
9.  What kinds of technology (tools and methods to perform tasks) did early humans use?  What forms of communication did they use?

10.  What were the Ice Ages?  How did the Ice Ages encourage human migration?

11. The Neolithic Age marked the beginning of the Agricultural Revolution and the formation of farming villages.  What were the benefits of living a settled life?
12.  What is civilization?  What characteristics do all civilizations share? 
13.  How did geography encourage the first civilizations in Mesopotamia?  Use the term fertile crescent in your response.
14.  What ideas and inventions did Sumerians pass on to other civilizations?
15.  Who was Hammurabi?  Why was Hammurabi’s Code important to history?

16.  Compare the ancient civilization of Assyria to life in the modern United States.  How are these civilizations similar, and how are they different?
17.  What things can we find in ancient cultures that we still use today?
