Unit Four – Journal Topics
Renaissance and Reformation
1. What is the Renaissance, and why was Italy the perfect place for the Renaissance to begin?
2.  Contrast the role of religion in the Middle Ages to that of religion in the Renaissance.  Be sure to include the words humanism and secular in your response.
3.  Make a chart of major artists and writers of the Renaissance and describe their contributions.
4. What is perspective, and why was it such an important innovation in art? Draw a picture showing perspective. 
5.  Why is Johannes Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press so important to history?
6.  Who was Martin Luther, and what how did his efforts begin the Reformation? How did John Calvin’s ideas add to the Protestant movement?
7.  Write a short biography describing the life of England’s King Henry the VIII.  Be sure to include the Anglican Church in your response.
8.  How did the Catholic Church respond to the spread of Protestantism? Include Council of Trent and Spanish Inquisition in your answer.
9. What wars were sparked by religious feuds? Throughout history, could you make the argument that religion is often a cause for war?
10. Would you have preferred to live in the time of the Renaissance or Reformation?  Why?

