Unit Two – Journal Topics
Ancient Civilizations: Rome
1.  Using Virgil’s Aeneid as a guide, retell the mythical origins of Rome.  What does this tell you about what the Romans thought of the Greeks?
2. Discuss the differences between patricians and plebeians in the Roman Republic.  What kind of problems might this class system create?

3.  Describe the system of checks and balances in the Roman Republic.  Be sure to use the terms consul, legislature, and veto.  How does this remind you of America’s government?
4.  The Romans were very interested in justice.  Describe how their system of justice functioned.  How is this different than the system of justice in Babylon?
5. Who fought in the Punic Wars, and what was the lasting result of these wars?
6.  Make a chart describing the influences of the Roman Empire’s most memorable figures. (Include:  Julius Caesar, Marc Antony, Cleopatra, Octavian, Augustus, Caligula, Nero, Vespasian, Trajan, Hadrian, Diocletian, Constantine)
7.  Describe the economy of the Roman Empire.   Why was it so prosperous?
8.  Why are the Romans often remembered as builders?  Be sure to include arch, vault, aqueduct, and roads in your answer.
9.  What was daily life like for the Romans?

10.  Make a Venn Diagram comparing the empires of Greece and Rome.  Which empire do you think had a more lasting effect?  Why?
